
hat a disgrace 

NONKULULEKO MBULI 
Zoo Lake is known for its immaculately 

manicured lawns, popular eateries 

and family-friendly facilities. But in 

these pristine premises are pockets of 

vandalised property and grounds. 

The Gazette joined members of the 

Zoo Lake Users Committee and City 

Parks on a walk around the park where 

areas that had fallen into disrepair were 

pointed out. 

The tennis courts on Lower Park Drive 

behind the Zoo Lake training centre were 

in an appalling state. Squatters have 

turned the clubhouse into a residence. 

Laundry was hanging from the ceiling 

and the electrical box had been 

tampered with, while suspected stolen 

goods including phones and chargers 

were sprawled across the floor. 

The basketball court had been 

vandalised and smelled of faeces. Sappi 

Nomsa Ndlovu stares in disbelief at the state of the tennis court clubhouse. 

A hadeda waddles near a stream 

illegally occupied clubhouse. 

The vandalised basketball court. 
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